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ORLANDO  |  Generous hearts 
and a love of God made f iscal 
2017 a record year for the Catho-
lic Foundation of Central Florida: 
It distributed nearly $1.5 million 
to parishes and entities to help 
Catholic life f lourish in the Dio-
cese of Orlando. The distribution 
marks the culmination of success 
for Catholic Foundation-managed 
investment endowments that have 
been built in partnership with gen-
erous Catholic donors and pastors.

Endowments are assets donat-
ed for perpetual benefit. The Foun-
dation manages them distinctly 
by investing in mutual funds that 
comply with Catholic social val-
ues. The Foundation established 
the endowments six years ago, and 
proceeds from the endowments 
are distributed according to donor 
intent. This has provided Catholic 
pastors, principals and presidents 
w ith the resources to support 

Catholic education and life-chang-
ing ministries throughout the dio-
cese. The Foundation manages 117 
endowments valued at more than 
$50 million.

“The endowments strengthen 
our Catholic community and cre-
ate financial security for the fu-
ture,” said Orlando L. Evora, the 
Foundation’s board chairman.

The Foundation’s endowment 
services allow its leadership to re-
spond quickly to emergencies. For 
instance, in October 2017 the Foun-
dation’s board of directors saw the 
need to provide additional sup-
port to Catholic Charities and the 
Office of Schools. The board au-
thorized additional distributions 
from two endowments to support 
displaced Hurricane Maria victims 
from Puerto Rico who relocated to 
Central Florida. Tuition-assistance 
support allowed many hurricane-
displaced students to resume their 
academic and faith education at 
nine diocesan Catholic schools. 
Meanwhile, housing support pro-

vided temporary residences for 
displaced families.

Throughout the year, the Foun-
dation works with donors to estab-
lish and grow endowments that 
support donors’ values and intent. 
In Polk County, for example, an en-
dowment funded by a loving Cath-
olic family last year distributed 
$42,000 for the local poor. Father 
David Vargas of Holy Spirit Parish 
in Lake Wales partnered with the 
Foundation and Catholic Chari-
ties to use those funds to reach the 
most vulnerable population.

“The families served bring more 
than hunger with them,” Father 
Vargas said. “They bring the anxi-
ety of daily decisions. And when 
they come, they are seeking more 
than food: They are seeking mercy 
in a world of indifference.”

Established in 2008, the Catho-
lic Foundation is an independent, 
nonprofit foundation that partners 
with generous donors and pastors 
to support Catholic life throughout 
nine counties in Central Florida. n
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