
Dave and Ann Vogelpohl: Our Philosophy of Wealth 

One of the basic lessons I learned from a young age is that God gives us 
everything we need. Growing up, both your mother and I, in our separate 
families, had everything we needed: love, caring, guidance, discipline, friends, 
relatives, and our physical needs met even though we were far from being 
financially wealthy. Our values regarding the important things in life were very 
much aligned and nearly the same as a result of our similar upbringing. 

While working, we lived simply and some of our wants were added to our needs, 
even though they were not really needed. The result has been that our family 
lived comfortably and our children had more of the nice-to-have things in life 
than we had as children. Accumulation of wealth became a by-product of doing 
what we loved doing and doing it well. In hindsight, using the gifts that God 
gave us, we had done what God had given us to do. We marvel today that we 
were able to do what we did, and now realize that it was because the Lord was 
walking with us. 

We have come to the realization that all things come from God and our goal 
should be to return all things back to God with interest or multiplication and 
eventually return to Him ourselves. Therefore, we need to be good stewards of 
these gifts that we’ve received. We must use them wisely to help those less 
fortunate than ourselves so that their needs are met and they in turn can know 
and love God and return their gifts and their lives to Him. This has become a 
primary mission in our lives – to identify and give our wealth to those causes and 
people that best serve God.    

We pray that you will come to this same knowledge of the truth and wish to 
share in this mission. But if not, we know the values by which we raised you, and 
we pray that you will share in our legacy of philanthropy. 
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Mom and Dad   
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